Minutes of the Brundish Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 15th May 2019 (7:45pm) at the Village Hall, Brundish.
Present: Cllr A Bryant (Chairman), Cllr K Banham, Cllr C Atkinson, Cllr T Moody, Clerk Mrs D Bedwell, County Cllr M Hicks and two members of the public.

1. Election of Chairman: It was resolved to appoint Cllr A Bryant as Chairman of the Council. 
2. To consider the co-option of a new member onto the council: It was resolved to co-opt Mr I Parsons onto the Council.

3. To receive apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllrs D Longe, I Parsons and C Evans-Hendrick.
4. To receive any declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda: None received.
5. To receive report from the District/County Councillor: Cllr M Hicks’ report had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting and was verbally added to upon his arrival later in the meeting.
A number of questions were put to Cllr M Hicks, regarding Crown Corner, highways matters, ownership of certain sections of land and heath and safety issues. Cllr M Hicks agreed to make further enquiries and report back when possible. Depending on the update received, the Clerk may also need to write to the County and District Councils in order to progress certain matters.

6. Meeting open for 5 minutes to allow members of the public to speak: A member of the public informed those present of the new arrangements regarding the editing of the parish website. 
7. To confirm annual Standing Orders/Direct Debits: It was resolved to approve the existing standing order arrangement, namely the PWL for an annual total of £895.00.
8. To appoint members of Committees, Working Groups and Parish Council Reps
8.1 Parish Rooms Management Committee: Cllr A Bryant appointed.
8.2 Educational Trust: Currently Mr G Western.
8.3 Neighbourhood Watch Representative: Deferred.
8.4 Transport Representative: Deferred.
8.5 Footpaths: Deferred.
9. To approve the minutes of the meeting held 30th April 2019: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held. 
10. Finance: To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances: Bank balances were noted and it was resolved to approve the accounts for payment, as follows:
a) Clerk salary and expenses





£102.76

b) HMRC







£17.64

It was also noted that as the Parish Council’s income and expenditure for the previous financial year had not exceeded £25,000, in addition to Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR which had been approved at the previous meeting, the Council may also certify itself as exempt. It was therefore resolved to approve exempt status.
11. Village Green and Play Area, including Summer Fete: Members discussed the condition of the play equipment and reaffirmed that it needed to be demolished. A motion was put forward to engage two local contractors to take the equipment down (with the help of volunteers) and that the equipment could be sold on to a third party on a “sold as seen” basis. 
With regards to arrangements for the Summer Fete, previous years’ participants had shown an interest in taking part again, therefore the main entertainment and food/drink provision were expected to be available. 

The possibility of selling alcohol was raised but the Clerk informed members that a licence would be needed.

Risk assessment was also discussed, with the relevant form to be circulated in due course.

12. Planning (including matters pertaining to the Crown): To consider any applications received and note decisions: Planning decisions had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. A discussion was held regarding the possibility of challenging the recent decision regarding the Crown Inn, where an estimated £1,500 plus vat would need to be raised in order to appoint a Barrister, who wold assess the feasibility of bringing forward a case against the recent decision. A number of questions had been raised regarding the process followed not just by the local planning authority but also by the inspector deciding the appeal.

Members agreed that the depth of feeling within the village justified a small investment in the challenging process and an amount to be contributed to the cause was approved, with a further additional amount placed in reserve in case of a shortfall in third party funding. 

13. Correspondence: To note correspondence received and agree any action needed: All correspondence had been circulated ahead of the meeting and no further responses were needed.
14. To approve dates of meetings in 2019: It was resolved to move meetings form a Tuesday to a Wednesday with immediate effect and future dates were agreed: 24th July, 23rd October, 11th December (Finance Working Group basis) and 22nd January 2020.

15. Chair’s urgent business: any items not on this agenda but of such urgency as to merit, in the Chair’s opinion, immediate action: The need to minute the change of bank mandate was raised but it had already been approved and minuted on 30th April 2019. As the Council was starting a new term, it was resolved to re-establish the approval of the bank mandate change, with new signatories to exclude Mr G Western as he was no longer a councillor. 
The Clerk agreed to prepare a brief training session for all councillors in order to save costs and would circulate details once confirmation of availability was received from absent/new councillors.

16. Reports from Councillors/maters to add to future agenda: Information exchange only: There were no further reports from councillors and the meeting ended at 9.10pm.
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